Peace Lutheran Church
In Person and Online Worship
3rd Sunday after Pentecost
June 26, 2022
If joining us online, please have a bowl of water as a sign of your baptism,
and bread & wine/juice for communion.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

“Selah III (Fruits Of The Spirit)” (King, Fatkin, Hellberg)

played by the Messengers of Peace

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
C
Amen.
P

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P
C

P

C

Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,
we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.
Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG

“Will You Come and Follow Me” (ELW 798)

verses 1, 4, and 5

2

3
GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C
And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with true freedom.
Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we may
steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C
Amen.
FIRST READING: Galatians 5:1, 13-25
read by Norm Philion
1
For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.
13
For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. 14For the whole law is
summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15If, however, you bite
and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.
16
Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17For what the flesh desires is
opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each
other, to prevent you from doing what you want. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to
the law. 19Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 20idolatry,
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21envy, drunkenness, carousing,
and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit
the kingdom of God.
22
By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
23
gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 24And those who belong to Christ Jesus
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have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the
Spirit.
L
C

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 16 (Prayed responsively by whole verse.)
1
Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you;
I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.”
2
All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.
3
But those who run after other gods
shall have their troubles multiplied.
4
I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,
never take their names upon my lips.
5
O LORD, you are my portion and my cup;
it is you who uphold my lot.
6
My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;
indeed, I have a rich inheritance.
7
I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night after night.
8
I have set the LORD always before me;
because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.
9
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.
10
For you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor let your holy one see the pit.
11
You will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. Selah.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

5
P
C

The Holy Gospel according to John, the eighth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 8:31-36
31
Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my
disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33They answered him, "We are
descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, 'You will
be made free'?"
34
Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave
does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son
makes you free, you will be free indeed.
P
C

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
SONG

Pastor Sarah Scherschligt
“All The Way My Savior Leads Me” (Chris Tomlin, Matt Redman, Fanny Jane Crosby)
played by the Messengers of Peace

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS
L
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need.
A brief silence.
L
C

God of faithfulness, set the face of your church firmly on you. Rooted in your self-giving love,
may the church find freedom in loving our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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L

C
L

C
L

C
L

God of gentleness, strengthen the earth’s ability to heal. Where there are dangerous storms,
bring calm. Where there are destructive fires, bring rain. Protect homes, habitats, and livelihoods
threatened by climate disasters. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of peace, guide all who govern, that they place the good of their citizens above
self-promotion. Anoint leaders of nations with your Spirit of neighborly love. Protect refugees
and all who live under tyranny or conflict. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of kindness, reveal your healing presence to all who are sick or dying. Uphold those who
grieve. Support the needs of any who are unemployed, hungry, or have nowhere to lay their
heads. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

C

God of love, attend to those struggling with addiction, depression, or uncontrolled anger.
Provide support systems and loving companions as they work toward health, that they may rest
in hope and know the fullness of joy in your presence. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

L
C

We now offer our own petitions either silently or aloud. (A brief silence.) Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

L

God of joy, we give thanks for all who have died and now celebrate the inheritance of life in you.
Keep their examples of faithfulness always before us, that we trust your promises in life and in
death. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

C

Pastor God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust these
spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping.
C
Amen.
BLESSING OF GRADUATES
SHARING PEACE
P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C
And also with you.
OFFERING
Thank you to everyone who faithfully continues to support Peace’s ministries. To
give online, please use the online giving portal, noting that it is in the process of
changing to Breeze.
Special Offering. Each month, Peace designates a recipient of our special offering
to whom you may choose to give a special gift - over and above your usual
offering to Peace.
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June’s Special Offering is the Peace Quilters. Quilters use the special offering to buy materials. Quilts
made in the past year are on display in the sanctuary. After their blessing today they’ll be sent to give
warmth and comfort to people in need. Thank you for supporting this special ministry of Peace!
OFFERING PRAYER
P
Let us pray together
C
God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness,
strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in the name
of Jesus. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

C

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
For those worshiping in person: The ushers will indicate when it is your turn. You will come forward and
receive bread from the pastor. Then you will take a cup. The center ring has grape juice. Then please
return to your seat or find a place at the communion rail to eat the meal. Ushers will come with a basket
to collect your empty cup. All bread is gluten free.
For those worshiping online: I will invite you to partake of communion, after everyone has received in
person. If you are physically with someone, please serve one another. If you are physically alone, you
may serve yourself trusting these words: The Body of Christ given for you and The Blood of Christ shed for
you.
P
C

This is God’s table. All are welcome here.
Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION HYMN

Lamb of God
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SONG DURING COMMUNION

“Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether” (ELW 470)
played by the Messengers of Peace

COMMUNION BLESSING
P
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C
Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P
Let us pray,
C
Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your
love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.
BLESSING
P
The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show you the path
of life this day and always.
C
Amen.
SENDING SONG

“Just a Closer Walk with Thee” (ELW 697)

all verses
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DISMISSAL
A
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
C
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
POSTLUDE

“Freedom” (Darrell Evans)

played by the Messengers of Peace

The Worship has ended. The Service begins.
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“The Christian [person] is a completely free lord of all, subject to none.
The Christian [person] is a completely dutiful servant of all, subject to all.”
- Martin Luther, Freedom of a Christian, 1520
From The Freedom of a Christian Study Guide, written by Rev. Carmelo Santos for the ELCA:
At the heart of The Freedom of a Christian and of the gospel itself is the idea that Christ has the power to
set us free. But how can we accept the gift of freedom if we don’t even know that we are captive? And
how can we recognize our captivity if we misunderstand what freedom is really about? We live in an era
when freedom is lifted up as a flag for many causes but seems to be poorly understood. In a time of
pandemic, freedom has been embraced by those resisting local governments’ restrictions on public
gatherings or free movement. Many seem to view freedom as the ability to do whatever they want
without any restrictions or accountability. That is a tragic misunderstanding. It leads to deeper captivity,
not to greater freedom, and that is definitely not what the freedom of a Christian is about.
The freedom of the Christian is liberation from forces that distort our basic humanity. It is freedom from
inner and outer compulsions that make us act in ways that harm others, hurt ourselves and damage the
rest of God’s beautiful creation. It is freedom to love ourselves and our neighbors as God loves us. It is
freedom to dedicate ourselves to the well-being of our neighbors, whoever they may be, and to the
flourishing of creation. It is freedom to challenge and transform any system that robs people of their
daily bread and their dignity. And it is the power to participate in God’s great work of bringing about
healing and wholesomeness to creation.
https://www.elca500.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Freedom-of-Christian-Final-7.28.2020.pdf
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26175. Music reprinted by permission under ONE LICENSE
#A-727369. Music reprinted by permission under CCLI license #11504635. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations
are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.
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Peace Notes
CURRENT COVID-19 POLICY: Masks are optional for all Peace activities, including worship, and we no
longer require physical distance of 6 feet. We urge those who have not gotten the vaccine and booster
to do so.
House Group Gatherings: Let’s break bread and get to know each other at some summer suppers, lazy
lunches or breakfast brunches! The planning team is seeking five hosts to offer their home, deck, or lawn
for small gatherings of 8-10 people July- September. Pastor Sarah will attend each gathering to
encourage discussions around hopes and desires for the church. Please find more details about hosting
responsibilities and sign up here by July 10. Please contact nadia@sharingpeace.org with questions.
Sacred Ground: Series on Race & Faith: Are you interested in learning more about racial equity? Rather
than offer another round of Troubling the Waters, Peace invites you to join other Lutherans in the region
in Sacred Ground. It is a 12-session spiritual journey, grounded in the example of Jesus Christ and the
power of scripture, prayer, God’s grace, to help to achieve racial equity. It is Zoom-based and ideally,
members from Peace would all be in a cohort together. Learn more and register here.
Yard Sale: Save the Date Aug 6: On Saturday, August 6, Peace will be hosting a yard sale to contribute
towards a new home for Bethany House of Northern Virginia, where women and children receive refuge
from domestic abuse. Hold on to your items for sale! More details to come. Contact Sue Clark or Nadia
for details about renting a space.
Hospitality is a Holy Practice: Please let Nadia (nadia@sharingpeace.org) know if you would like to help
with hosting the time of fellowship following the 10:30 service any Sunday this summer! This includes
setting up, brewing coffee, bringing treats or fruit to share, and cleaning up.

OUR PRAYERS
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

For Pastor Jeanette Surita-Vazquetelles, pastor of neighboring congregation, Hope Lutheran,
upon the sudden death of her husband, Diogenes. . .
For Chris, relative of Mary Downs's son Mike, facing serious health complications. . .
For Landon, Journalda, and Adie upon their graduations from High School. . .
For those who need the good news of unmerited grace. . .
For those grieving, injured, and displaced after the earthquake in Afghanistan, and for all relief
and aid efforts…
For the people of Ethiopia, as their nation is torn apart by civil war…
For those whose lives have been upended by the war in Ukraine, including civilians trapped in
their homes, prisoners of war held behind enemy lines, and those grieving loved ones who’ve
been killed…
For LGBTQIA+ siblings who cannot yet feel safe coming out…
For Peace's search for a music director. . .
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Thanks to all who help lead worship. If you would like to volunteer to help, please contact
info@sharingpeace.org.
ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP

TODAY

July 3, 2022

Tech and Sound

Diane Yeager, Andrew Tlusty

Kathleen Wage, Andrew Tlusty

Lector

Norm Philion

Diane Yeager

Altar Care

Rose Stillwell, Tammy Heppner

Mary Downs

Ushers

Tammy Heppner

Kevin Jalali

Tellers

Ray Marquardt, Alan Byroade

For the next year, Peace will highlight a calendar of Commemorations, Lamentations and
Education produced by the Metro DC Synod’s Racial Equity Team. Please use this opportunity to
become more aware of important events and people in the life of the world and the church.
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